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GOD    REVEALED    TO    MAN 


OIX    score   and    three   years   ago   came   a 

*+  marvellous  occurrence  in  a  Little  country 
town  in  western  New  York.  More  marvel- 
lous than  the  miracle  of  the  burning-  bush  on 
Horeb.  More  marvellous  than  the  visita- 
tion of  divine  guests  to  the  tent  of  Abraham, 
or  the  vision  of  the  ladder  extending  into 
lira ven  as  seen  by  Jacob  on  his  way  to 
Haran,  or  the  wrest.e  he  had  and  blessing 
he  received   at    Peniel.  More  marvellous 

than  the  opening  of  the  heavens  to  Stephen 
the  martyr,  or  the  wonderous  vision  seen  by 
John  on  Patmos. 

It  was  in  a  day  when  the  Christian  world 
loudly  proclaimed  their  belief  in  an  im- 
material, incomprehensible  God  who  reigned 
and  ruled  in  a  far  away  heaven.  Who  had 
sent  His  Son  to  earth  where  He  was  cruci- 
fied by  men  as  an  atonement  for  men's  sins. 
On  the  third  day  thereafter  the  Son  had 
risen  from  the  dead  and  ascended  to  heaven. 
There,  it  would  seem  from  the  teachings  of 
the  then  Christian  sects,  He  lost  His  identity 
and  became  merged  with  His  Father  who 
had  begotten  Him  and  sent  Him  to  earth 
— merged  also  with  the  Holy  Ghost — the 
three  being  now  only  one  GocT. 

The  Christian  adherents  to  this  un- 
christian dogma  willingly  accepted  the 
incomprehensible  mystery  of  a  three-in-one 
God  whom  they  declared  was  without  form 
or  substance,  and  they  believed  in  His  omni- 
presence. But  two  things  they  denied  :  a 
new  word  from  God  to  man,  and  the  coming 
of  heavenlv  beings  to  earth  in  modern 
times.  God  had  given  man  His  word  oi 
law  and  instruction  2,000  years  ago  and  that 
would  suffice — no  more  was  needed — no 
more  would  be  given.  He  had  visited  men 
in  the  past  and  had  sent  messengers  from 
the  courts  of  glory.  But  those  were  divine 
benefactions  pertaining  to  the  days  of  old 
and  any  such  claim  for  the  present  time  must 
be  bitterly  opposed  with  true  Christian  zeal 
as  a  deception  of  the  Prince  of  Evil. 

It  was  in  a  day  of  such  religious  belief  that 
a  boy  of  fourteen  years  announced  to  his 
friends    and    neighbours    that    he    had   been 


visited  by  personages  from  heaven.  The 

heavens  were  pierced  by  a  shaft  of  light  and 
two  divine  beings  came  down  to  earth  and 
stood  before  him.  Each  of  the  heavenly 
visitors  spoke  to  the  boy  and  one  of  them 
proceeded  to  give  h'.m  very  definite  instruc- 
tions. 

Could  anything  be  more  astounding  to  the 
Christian    mind    of    that   time?  Yes,   far 

more,  and  that  was  the  message  then  given 
by  the  Divine  Teacher.  In  that  message 

and  instruction  He  declared  that  all  the 
great  churches  of  the  then  Chrisitian  world 
were  wrong — not  one  of  them  was  recog- 
nized and  accepted  by  Him  as  His  Church. 

Joseph  Smith,  for  he  it  was,  had  gone  to 
a  secluded  spot  in  the  woods  to  pray  to  God 
that  he  might  know  which  of  all  the  con- 
tending sects  of  the  day  was  the  true 
Church  and  which  one  he  should  join.  He 
felt  that  he  should  be  actively  attached  to 
a  church,  but  such  was  the  variance  of  doc- 
trine, strife  of  opinion  and  divergence  of 
spirit  existing  between  them  that  he  could 
not  decide  which  faction  of  Christian  teach- 
ing he  should  adopt.  In  compliance  with 
the  advice  he  had  read  in  the  epistle  of 
James,  that  they  who  lacked  wisdom  might 
ask  of  God  and  receive,  he  had  sought  for 
divine  solution  of  his  problem. 

Among  the  challenging  declarations  of 
Christian  truth  announced  by  this  unso- 
phisticated New  York  youth,  if  indeed  not 
first  among  them,  was  that  God  is  still  the 
same  kind  of  being  that  He  was  in  the  ages 
back  when  He  created  man  in  His  own 
image.  Simultaneouslv  with   that  it  was 

learned  that  God's  Beloved  Son  still  main- 
tains His  distinct  individuality  bv  which  He 
was  known  to  His  disciples  both  before  and 
after  His  crucifixion  and  resurrection  ;  that 
He  is  still  tabernacled  in  a  body  of  flesh  and 
bone  as  when  He  said  to  His  disciples,  "  A 
spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bone  as  ye  see  me 
have."  Here  in  the  woods,  since  looked 
upon  as  a  "  sacred  grove,"  near  Palmyra, 
New  York,  stood  two  distinct,  divine 
(Continued  on  page  61.) 
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A  Two-and-one-half  minute  talk  given  in   the   Mowbray  Sunday  School  recently 

By  THELMA  NINOW 


TRUTH  is  one  of  the  most  precious  prin- 
ciples of  life.  It  is  truth  which  has 
brought  us  together  this  morning.  Although 
that  principle,  truth,  is  sought  after  by  so 
many,  yet  so  few  have  the  courage  to  em- 
brace it.  The  lack  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  causes  uncertainty. 
Uncertainty  is  the  beginning  of  unrighteous- 
ness. Uncertainty  is  the  cause  of  all  the 
wickedness  in  the  world  to-day.  People  do 
not  enjoy  the  companionship  of  their  feilow- 
men,  because  of  the  power  of  unrighteous- 
ness that  exists  to-day,  not  only  among 
individuals,  but  also  among  nations.  But 
if  we  have  the  courage  to  accept  all  truth, 
and  subscribe  to  the  principles  of  truth,  we 
will  then  surely  accept  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ;  and  if  we  accept  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  we  will  live  righteously,  and  un- 
certainty will  vanish  from  us,  and  we  will 
enjoy  the  companionship  of  others.  We 
will  keep  the  Commandments  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  receive  the  joy  of  His 
presence  through   his   testimony. 

I  pray  God  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  we, 
His  children,  might  see  and  understand 
all  truth,  tune  our  lives  to  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel,  and 
conduct  ourselves  in  such  a  way  that  every- 


where we  go  people  may  enjoy  our  com- 
panionship. If  we  will  keep  the  Com- 
mandments of  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  will 


not  suffer  the  necessities  of  want,  we  will 
not  fall  into  darkness  ;  but  the  Light  and  the 
Joy  of  the  Testimony  which  comes  from  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  fill  our  souls,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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WHAT  TRUE  CONVERSION 

MEANS 

By  ELDER  MARION  G.  ROMNEY 

Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 


I  WANT  to  qualify  under  the  teachings  of 
the  Apostle  John,  who — when  explain- 
ing that  when  the  Lord  should  appear  "we 
shall  be  like  Him;  for  we  shall  see  Him  as 
He  is  " — said,  ''  And  every  man  that  hath 
this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himself,  even  as 
He  is  pure."— (1st  John  3:2-3.) 

I  know,  with  you,  that  God  lives ;  that 
Adam  fell  that  man  might  be ;  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  and  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Redeemer  of  the  world ;  that  by  suffering  in 
a  manner  beyond  our  power  to  understand, 
He  wrought  out  the  great  atonement,  there- 
by paying  for  the  sin  of  Adam  uncon- 
ditionally and  for  the  sins  of  all  men  upon 
condition  of  their  individual  repentance ; 
and  that  by  reason  thereof  all  men  shall  be 
resurrected  and  stand  before  the  judgment 
bar  of  God  to  be  judged  upon  their  individual 
records  made  during  their  life  upon  this 
earth  ;  that  when  all  the  excuses,  explana- 
tions and  protestations  are  made  and 
brushed  aside,  the  final  all-important  ques- 
tion for  every  one  of  us  to  measure  our- 
selves against  will  be,  "  How  nearly  did  I 
in  the  living  of  my  life  upon  the  earth  con- 
form to  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ."  I  know,  too,  that  a  righte- 
ous judgment  will  be  made,  and  that  if 
through  righteous  living  we  have  brought 
ourselves  within  reach  of  the  great  plan  of 
mercy,  then  we  shall,  through  the  atoning 
blood  of  the  Saviour,  be  washed  clean  and 
received  into  the  mansions  of  our  Father. 
We  all  know  these  things  and  we  each  have 
a  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  mission  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  a  knowledge 
that  through  him  the  Lord  restored  the 
Gospel  in  these  last  days  and  again 
organized  His  Church  upon  the  earth  ;  that 
the  men  who  now  stand  at  the  head  of  the 
Church  hold  the  keys  of  the  holy  Priesthood 
and  that  they  have  been  chosen  by  the  Lord 
to  lead  His  people  and  are  sustained  and 
upheld  by  Him  in  their  ministry.        It  is  the 


knowledge  of  these  things  that  makes  us 
brothers  and  sisters. 

There  are  many  people  who  admire  the 
activities  and  accomplishments  of  the 
Church ;  who,  when  they  see  the  results 
obtained  through,  and  by  the  Church,  think 
that  fellowship  with  such  an  organization 
would  be  desirable,  but  who  have  no  idea  of 
what  binds  us  together.  Even  among  us, 
as  members  of  the  Church,  there  are  those 
desiring  to  be  known  as  members  and  will- 
ing to  take  some  part,  in  our  activities,  who 
as  yet  do  not  know  wherein  lies  the  power 
which  sustains  this  people.  Therefore,  they 
do  not  care  to  be  known  as  a  peculiar 
people.  They  accept,  and  fellowship  with 
the  Church  so  long  as  their  standing  in  the 
world  is  not  interfered  with.  They  are  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  in  fact,  all  people  are, 
but  not  in  the  same  peculiar  sense  as  are 
those  who  have  the  testimony  and  know- 
ledge of  which  we  have  spoken. 

Mormon  speaks  of  Alma  and  the  sons  of 
Mosiah  as  still  being  "  brethren  in  the 
Lord  "  after  having  been  separated  for 
fourteen  years.  What  was  it  that  made 

them  "  brethren  in  the  Lord?  "  As  young 
men,  they  "  went  about  to  destroy  the 
Church  of  God  "  and  "  to  lead  astray  the 
people  of  the  Lord."  As  they  pursued  their 
evil  course,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared 
unto  them,  his  voice  shook  the  earth ;  he 
questioned,  and  instructed  Alma  about  many 
things.  But  the  last  words  which  Alma 
heard  and  the  most  impressive  were,  "  And 
now  I  say  unto  thee,  Alma,  go  thy  way,  and 
seek  to  destroy  the  Church  no  more  .  .  .  and 
this  even  if  thou  wilt  of  thyself  be  cast  off." 
The  angel  spoke  other  words  which  Alma 
did  net  hear  because  he  was  overcome  with 
fear.  His  soul  was   racked  with  eternal 

torment  and  he  wandered  through  much 
tribulation.  Repenting  nigh   unto  death, 

he  remembered  all  his  sins  and  of  this 
experience  he  says  : 
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"  So  great  had  been  my  iniquities,  that 
the  very  thought  of  coming  into  the 
presence  of  my  God  did  rack  my  soul  with 
inexpressible   horror. 

"  Oh,  thought  I,  that  I  could  be  banished 
and  become  extinct  both  soul  and  body,  that 
I  might  not  be  brought  to  stand  in  the 
presence  of  my  God,  to  be  judged  of  my 
deeds. 

"  And  now,  for  three  days  and  for  three 
nights  was  I  racked,  even  with  the  pains  of 
a  damned  soul. 

"  And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  I  was  thus 
racked  with  torment,  while  I  was  harrowed 
up  by  the  memory  of  my  many  sins,  behold, 
I  remembered  also  to  have  heard  my  father 
prophesy  unto  the  people  concerning  the 
coming  of  one  Jesus  Christ,  a  Son  of  God, 
to  atone  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 

"  Now,  as  my  mind  caught  hold  upon 
this  thought,  I  cried  within  my  heart :  O 
Jesus,  thou  Son  of  God,  have  mercy  on  me, 
who  am  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  am 
encircled  about  by  the  everlasting  chains  of 
death.  "—(Alma  36:14-18.) 

He  was  then  granted  forgiveness,  his  pain 
left  and  he  was  harrowed  up  by  the  memory 
of  his   sins   no  more.  The   light   of   the 

Gospel  broke  in  upon  his  vision  and  joy 
entered  his  soul.  His  statement  to  those 
who  stood  around  him  was, 

"  I  have  repented  of  my  sins,  and  have 
been  redeemed  of  the  Lord ;  behold  I  am 
born  of  the  spirit. 

"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  me:  Marvel  not 
that  all  mankind,  yea,  men  and  women,  all 
nations,  kindreds,  tongues  and  people,  must 
be  born  again  ;  yea,  born  of  God,  changed 
from  their  carnal  and  fallen  state,  to  a  state 
of  righteousness,  being  redeemed  of  God, 
becoming  his  sons  and  daughters  : 

"  And  thus  they  become  new  creatures; 
and  unless  they  do  this,  they  can  in  nowise 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God." — (Mosiah 
27;  24,  25,  26.) 

From  the  time  of  this  experience  to  the 
end  of  their  lives  Alma  and  the  sons  of 
Mosiah  not  only  refrained  from  their 
former  evil  activities,  but  never  again  could 
they  remain  passive  toward  the  progress  of 
the  truth. 

Alma  near  the  close  of  his  life,  recount- 
ing this  experience  to  his  son  Helaman, 
said, 


"  But  behold,  my  limbs  did  receive  their 
strength  again,  and  1  stood  upon  my  feet, 
and  did  manifest  unto  the  people  that  I  had 
been  born  of  God. 

"  Yea,  and  from  that  time  even  until  now, 
1  have  laboured  without  ceasing,  that  I 
might  bring  souls  unto  repentance ;  that  1 
might  bring  them  to  taste  of  the  exceeding 
joy  of  which  I  did  taste;  that  they  mighi 
also  be  born  of  God,  and  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost."— (Alma   36:23-24.) 

It  was  this  being  born  again,  as  ex- 
plained by  Alma,  which  made  them 
"  brethren  in  the  Lord." 

The  experience  of  each  individual  who  is 
reallly  born  again  is  similar  to  this  experi- 
ence of  Alma  and  the  sons  of  Mosiah, 
although  it.  may  not  be  so  dramatic.  The 
effect  upon  each  person's  life  is  likewise 
similar.  No  person  whose  soul  is  illumi- 
nated by  the  burning  Spirit  of  God  can  in 
this  world  of  sin  and  dense  darkness  remain 
passive.  He  is  driven  by  an  irresistible 
urge  to  fit  himself  to  be  an  active  agent  of 
God  in  furthering  righteousness  and  in  free- 
ing the  lives  and  minds  of  men  from  the 
bondage  of  sin. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  experience  of 
Peter.  On  the  night  of  the  Master's 
trial,  he  denied  thrice  that  he  was  one  of  the 
disciples  of  Jesus ;  and  after  the  crucifixion, 
he  with  other  disciples  returned  to  his  fish- 
ing. Then  came  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and 
Peter  was  born  again.  He  never  thereafter 
denied  being  a  disciple  of  Jesus.  Hence- 
forth, his  whole  energy  was  devoted  to  the 
building  of  the  kingdom.  The  change 
wrought  in  his  heart  is  apparent  when  we 
contrast  his  words  and  actions  on  the  night 
of  the  trial  with  his  words  and  actions 
shortly  thereafter  when,  through  his  and 
John's  administration,  the  lame  man  had 
been  healed  and  because  of  the  interest 
aroused  thereby,  Peter  and  John  were  called 
before  the  Jewish  High  Priests  "  and  com- 
manded .  .  .  not  to  speak  at  all  nor  teach 
in  the  name  of  Jesus." 

"  But  Peter  and  John  answered  and  said 
unto  them,  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight 
of  God  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto 
God,  judge  ye. 

"  For  we  cannot  but  speak  the  things 
which  we  have  seen  and  heard." — (Acts 
4:18-20.) 

(Continued  on  page  6-1.) 
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Highlights  of  the  informal  round-table  discussion  directed  to  the  subject, 

"  Eat,  Drink,  and  Be  Merry,  For  To-morrow  We  Die,"   presented  on  the 

Church  Sunday  Evening  Hour  over  KSL,  September  27,  1942 


4,T~IME"  magazine  recently  carried  a  story 

■  headlined  "  Cash  in  the  Night 
which  opened  with  this  statement:  "  Night- 
spots are  booming.  From  swanky  Man- 
hattan clubs  to  dingy  San  Francisco  water- 
front honky-tonks  the  reports  last  week 
were  the  same  :  business  25  per  cent,  to  100 
per  cent,  above  last  year  and  still  growing. 
In  many  places  the  take  is  even  above  that 
of  the  Tinkling  Twenties.  Reasons  :  (1)  A 
splurge  by  uniformed  men  and  the  new  rich 
— the  flush  war  workers  ;  (2)  A  rush  by  plain 
citizens  to  eat,  drink  and  carouse  for  to- 
morrow is  war."  The  story  then  goes  on 
to  give  figures  and  examples  in  key  cities 
across  the  nation. 

One  thing  appears  certain.  In  spite  ot 
the  fact  that  we  are  engaged  in  a  great 
struggle  in  which  our  liberty  and  our  very 
lives  are  in  jeopardy,  great  numbers  of  our 
people  are  living  by  a  grasshopper  philoso- 
phy. In  one  respect  the  condition  is  under- 
standable and  natural.  Those  of  our  young 
men  who  are  not  already  in  the  army,  feel 
certain  that  they  will  soon  be  called,  and 
many  of  them  take  the  attitude  that  they 
will  make  the  best  of  their  present  freedom, 
and  "paint  the  town  red"  as  they  say.  Their 
new  and  almost  undreamed  of  prosperity 
makes  this  possible.  Another  situation 
which  makes  for  this  unrest  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  girls  are  seeing  that  the  great 
majority  of  our  young  men  are  going  into 
the  armed  services,  and  they  too  feel  an  urge 
to  forsake  restraint  and  "have  a  fling" 
while  they  can. 

Of  course  this  attitude  comes  of  a  very 
short-sighted  point  of  view,  of  looking  at 
this  situation  only  in  terms  of  to-day  and 
forgetting  that  there  will  inevitably  be  a  to- 
morrow and  even  a  day  after  that.  And 
beyond  that,  immortality,  where  we  shall  be 
held  accountable  for  our  acts  in  this  life  and 
shall  progress  according  to  our  diligence 
here. 


All  around  us  are  evidences  of  this 
philosophy  of  immediate  pleasure.  Gambling 
is  one.  Card  games  in  homes,  with  money 
at  stake,  are  becoming  increasingly  com- 
mon. Professional  gaming  houses  are 
extremely   busy.  If  the  money,  the  time 

and  the  mental  energy  thrown  away  in 
gambling  were  devoted  to  constructive 
causes  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  our  picture  would  be  more  hopeful. 

Another  evidence  of  this  philosophy  is  the 
growing  number  of  love-at-first-sight  " 
marriages  among  young  people  who  feel 
they  haven't  long  to  live  in  this  war-torn 
world,  and  that  they  will  get  out  of  life  all 
of  the  pleasures  they  can  before  the  end 
comes.  Census    bureau    figures    indicate 

that  the  marriage  rate  has  jumped  to  a  new 
all-time  high.  The  great  majority  of  these 
are  probably  marriages  under  desirable  cir- 
cumstances, but  the  fact  remains  that  great 
numbers  are  entering  into  marriage  with  a 
kind  of  "  here-today-and-gone-tomorrow  " 
attitude. 

They  should  be  made  to  realize  that  there 
is  perhaps  nothing  we  can  do  in  this  life 
that  has  such  serious  and  lasting  conse- 
quences as  marriage.  They  ought  to  con- 
sider the  fact  that,  marriage  is  a  divine  in- 
stitution and  that  the  Lord  has  placed 
serious  responsibilities  upon  those  who 
engage  in  it.  They  ought  to  realize  that 
there  may  be  children  for  whom  God  will 
hold  them  responsible.  They  ought  to  be 
made  to  know  that  marriage  is  something 
more  than  a  song  and  a  dance  and  a  cere- 
mony but  rather  an  act  which  is  fraught 
with  greater  possibilities  for  human  happi- 
ness or  sorrow  than  any  other. 

Another  evidence  of  this  "eat,  drink,  and 
be  merry  "  philosophy  is  something  worse 
than  hasty  and  ill-considered  marriage  and 
something  far  more  common.  That  is  a 
lowering  of  personal  standards.  A  recent 
newspaper  editorial  had  this  to  say:  "  The 
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first  men  drafted  were  free  of  venereal 
disease,  for  the  diseased  were  rejected  by 
draft  boards.  Yet  in  a  few  months,  one 
■  in  every  twenty  had  contracted  disease.  Five 
per  cent,  of  our  men  were  casualties  before 
they  finished  their  training.  Saboteurs  and 
subversive  agents  could  not  do  as  much  to 
cripple  our  army  .  .  .  Despite  the  efforts  of 
military  authorities,  the  plague  continues. 
Venereal  disease  causes  more  physical  un- 
fitness and  more  loss  of  man  hours  than  all 
other  causes  combined  .  .  .  Generals  would 
despair  of  victory  if  thousands  of  soldiers 
deliberately  wounded  themselves  .  .  .  Why 
tolerate  other  ways  of  making  casualties?" 

It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  contradictions  of 
human  nature  that  when  men  are  training 
and  building  strength  and  skill  and  courage, 
to  preserve  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness,"  so  many  must  weaken  to  the 
temptation  to  dissipate  their  energies  and 
characters  in  a  lowering  of  personal  stan- 
dards of  virtue. 

All  of  us  know,  or  ought  to  know,  that 
unchastity  is  not  only  an  offence  against 
self,  but  an  offence  against  future  genera- 
tions, and  an  offence  against  God. 

It  is  generally  recognized  that  the  greatest 
single  contributing  factor  toward  maral  de- 
linquency is  alcohol.  Remove  the  "  drink  " 
out  of  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,  and  the 
problem  is  largely  solved.  But  mention  of 
that  brings  forth  the  reply  from  some  that 
drinking  is  one  of  the  liberties  for  which  our 
men  are  fighting. 

The  answer  is  that  it  is  one  of  the  liber- 
ties which  is  threatening  the  outcome  of  that 
fight.  The   editorial    quoted    above    also 

says:  Uncritical  magazine  articles  concern- 
ing our  flyers  in  England  make  casual  refer- 
ence to  the  fact  that  men  starting  on  a  raid 
over  the  continent  sniff  oxygen  to  overcome 
their  hangovers.  Back  from  a  raid,  the 
boys  in  their  hours  of  ease  assemble  at  some 
pub  to  get  pleasantly  high  .  .  .  Apparently 
only  a  few  slip  a  drink  when  there  is  flying 
to  do,  but  many  attend  wet  parties  in  hos- 
pitable homes  at  night  and  face  the  next 
day's  risks  with  hangovers. 

This  "  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,  for 
to-morrow  we  die  "  attitude  is  likewise 
taking  a  toll  in  our  homes.  Women  are 
working  and  earning  good  money.  People 
who  were  happy  under  what  they  considered 


hard  times  now  seem  to  find  little  satisfac- 
tion in  their  homes  or  in  one  another. 
Census  Bureau  figures  indicate  that  divorce 
has  reached  an  all-time  high. 

juvenile  delinquency  is  on  the  increase  as 
parents  are  neglecting  their  children.  If 
mothers  must  work  they  should  see  to  it 
that  their  children  are  properly  cared  for, 
and  when  they  are  free  they  shoukt  spend 
their  time  with  them  in  teaching  them  as  the 
Lord  commands.  If  in  winning  this  war 
we  sacrifice  the  welfare  of  the  next  genera- 
tion, it  will  have  proved  a  very  costly 
victory. 

In  some  instances  young  men  who  have 
made  good  money  during  the  summer 
months  feel  that  with  the  draft  approaching 
they  had  better  travel  a  little  and  have  one 
grand  time  rather  than  use  the  monev  for 
education.  In  so  thinking  they  fail  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  fact  that  education  is 
never  lost.  Looked  at  only  from  the  values 
of  this  life,  the  man  who  cultivates  his  mind 
has  an  immediate  advantage  over  the  man 
who  has  never  learned  to  think  in  orderly 
fashion.  Even   though   these  voung  men 

may  not  be  able  to  complete  their  education, 
they  will  have  bettered  themselves  to  the 
extent  that  they  do  complete  it,  whereas  if 
they  spend  their  savings  on  a  good  time, 
there  will  be  no  gain  to  show  and  possibly 
a  great  loss. 

Furthermore  knowledge  is  an  eternai 
thing.  Regarding      this      Joseph     Smith 

taught  that  "  whatever  principle  of  intelli- 
gence we  attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise 
with  us  in  the  resurrection.  And  if  a  per- 
son gains  more  knowledge  and  intelligence 
in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and  obedi- 
ence than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  the 
advantage  in  the  world  to  come." 

The  entire  situation  regarding  this 
philosophy  of  immediate  pleasure  sums  up 
to  this — We  are  prone  to  live  only  for  to- 
day, and  forget  about  to-morrow.  But 
there  will  be  a  to-morrow  for  most  of  us, 
and  whether  we  shall  enjov  it  or  not  depends 
in  large  measure  on  our  actions  to-day. 
Pleasure  is  fleeting  and  momentary,  but  its 
effects  are  permanent.  And  even  though 
we  die,  we  shall  reap  the  fruits  of  our 
diligence.  It  shall  be  as  was  seen  bv  John 
the  Revelator :  "  And  I  saw  the  dead,  great 
(Continued  on  page  63.) 
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SUNDAY    SCHOOL   SACRAMENT   GEM   AND 
CONCERT    RECITATIONS    FOR    APRIL,    1943 

SACRAMENT    GEM. 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives ; 

What   comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives! 
He  lives,  He  lives  who  once  was  dead; 

He  lives,  my  ever-living  head. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

"...  darkness  hideth  not  from  thee;  but  the  night  shineth  as  the  day:  the  darkness  and 
the  light  are  both  alike  to  thee." — Psalm  139,  verse  11. 


GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

"  The  first  fruits  of  repentance  is  baptism;  and  baptism  cometh  by  faith  unto  the  fulfilling 
the  commandments;  and  the  fulfilling  the  commandments  bringeth  remission  of  sins." 

Moroni,  chapter  8,  verse  25. 


SENIORS. 

"  .   .  .  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himself." 

m  Romans,  chapter  14,  verse  7. 


JUNIORS. 

"  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God;  an    the  firmament  sheweth  His  handywork." 

Psalm  19,  verse  1. 


INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

The  judgments  of  God   will   overtake   the  wicked." — Mormon,  chapter  4,  verse  5. 

PRIMARY. 

"  If   somebody's  tired,    or  somebody's   old, 

Or  somebody's  eyes  can't  see. 
I'll   use  my  feet  and  my  hands  and  my  eyes, 

Their  messenger  I  will  be." 

KINDERGARTEN. 

This  is  God's  house, 

And  He  is  here  to-day ; 
He  hears   each   song   of   praise 

And  listens  when  we  pray. 
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BRANCH    TEACHERS'    MESSAGE    FOR 

APRIL,  1943 

RESPECT  FOR  THE  PRIESTHOOD 

THOSE  who  respect  and  honour  the  Priesthood  and  who  qualify  as  worthy  members  of  the 
Church  will  have  an  influence  constantly  operating  in  their  lives  that  will  bring  happi- 
ness,  satisfaction,  and  promised  blessings. 

They  will  yearn  for  righteousness  and  follow  such  a  well-ordered  course  of  life  that  all 
who  are  eligible  may  receive  the  Priesthood  with  all  its  power,  authority,  and  blessings. 

They  will  exercise  the  power  of  God  which  come  to  them  through  receiving  the  Priesthood 
by  performing  faithfully  and  well  all  they  are  appointed  to  do  in  the  Church. 

They  will  be  kind,  generous,  and  forgiving  to  all,  and  exercise  authority  under  appoint- 
ment in  the  true  spirit  of  love. 

They  will  govern  and  direct  in  their  homes  in  keeping  with  the  order  of  the  Church  and 
the  will  of  God,  and  yield  willing,  intelligent  obedience  to  those  who  are  called  of  God  to 
direct  in  spiritual  affairs. 

Women  and  children  who  are  entitled  to  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  the  Priesthood 
through  their  husbands  and  fathers  will  receive  those  blessings  and  benefits  through  honour- 
ing, respecting,  and  obeying  the  Priesthood. 

No  greater  blessing  ever  has  been,  or  could  be,  given  to  any  people  than  has  been  given 
to  the  Latter-day  Saints  in  the  Priesthood.  It  is  such  a  precious  and  valuable  gift  that  every 
member  of  the  Church,  young  and  old,  male  nd  female,  should  honour,  respect,  and  obey  the 
Priesthood,  its  leaders,   and  its  authority  in  every  possible  way. 

A  suitable  resolution  for  any  Latter-day  Saint  is  this  :  /  will  show  that  1  honour  arid 
respect  the  Priesthood  by  that  which  I  do  in  the  daily  contacts  of  life. 


Cod  Revealed  to  Man. — From  page  54. 
Personages,  one  having  introduced  the  other 
in   the   words,    "  This  is   my    Beloved   Son, 
Hear  Him!  " 

To  Latter-day  Saints  it  seems  that  the 
Bible  sets  out  with  plainness  and  positive  - 
ness  the  kind  of  being  God  is.  That  man 
was  created  in  His  image,  as  declared  in 
Genesis  1  :'2i6,  27,  also  in  James  3 :8,  9. 
Throughout  the  earthly  ministry  of  our 
Saviour,  He  made  frequent  reference  to  His 
Father  who  sent  Him  ;  that  He  came  to  do 
the  will  of  His  Father  and  that  He  was  in 
the  image  and  likeness  of  His  Father.  The 
martyr  Stephen  saw  Jesus  after  His  resur- 
rection and  ascension  "  standing  on  the 
right  hand  of  God." 

But  the  things  of  God  are  understood  only 
by  the  spirit  of  God,  and  when  that  spirit  is 
lost,  men  grope  in  the  dark  and  lose  their 
way.  The  Jewish  God,  the  God  of  Israel, 
was  the  "  True  and  Living  God  " — a  per- 
sonal God,  Jehovah.  The  mysticism  of 
Godhood  found  in  the  sects  of  Christiandom 
filtered  into  the  church  from  the  teachings 
of  paganism  and  is  one  of  the  specific  marks 


of  the  apostasy  which  extinguished  the  light 
of  Christian  teaching.  The  words  of  Jesus 
to  the  woman  of  Samaria  might  well  apply 
to  adherents  of  Christianity  at  the  opening 
of  the  19th  century  :  "  Ye  worship  we  know 
not  what." 

With  the  coming  of  this  glorious  visitation 
to  the  boy  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  the  night 
of  darkness  vanished.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  in  this  boy's  mind  as  to  the  kind  of 
being  God  is,  for  he  had  seen  Him.  He 
had  also  seen  standing  by  the  Father's  side 
the  Son,  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  from 
Him  he  had  received  instructions.  , 

So  at  this  Easter  season  Latter-day  Saints 
are  truly  grateful  for  the  clarity  of  their 
understanding  of  the  nature  and  being  of 
God  the  Father  and  of  Jesus  Christ  His 
Son,  the  risen  Redeemer.  Thev  know  what 
they  worship.  That  knowledge  comes  to 
them  through  and  following  the  wonderous 
revelation  near  Palmyra,  New  York,  "  on 
the  morning  of  a  beautful  clear  day  in  the 
early  spring-  "  one  hundred  twenty  three 
vears  ago. 

E.L.M. 
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WHY   I  ACCEPTED  MORMONISM 

By    SERG.    ROBERT    W.    BESSANT 


ro  begin  my  little  story,  I  think  it  would 
I  be  as  well  if  I  said  something-  about 
myself  and  my  life  up  to  the  time  that  I 
accepted  Mormonism  as  my  religion.  I  was 
born  in  a  little  country  district  of  England 
of  very  staunch  Church  of  England  parents 
and  was  naturally  enough  baptized,  or  as 
we  English  say,  christened  into  that  Church 
when  only  a  few  weeks  old.  When  I  became 
old  enough  I  attended  the  little  Sunday 
services  held  for  children  and  finally  as  I 
grew  up  and  reached  my  'teens  I  was  con- 
firmed in  the  Church  of  England  faith.  I 
don't  know  what  I  expected  after  my  con- 
firmation, I  remember  that  at  the  time  I 
thought  that  I  should  feel  some  sort  of 
satisfaction  and  contentment  in  knowing 
that  I  was  a  fully-fledged  member  of  the 
Church,  but  somehow  there  seemed  to  be 
something  lacking  and  I  could  not  for  the 
life  of  me  make  out  what  it  was.  This  went 
on  for  some  years  and  I  began  to  get  quite 
worried  about  it  all,  no  one  could  seem  to 
help  me  or  explain  anything  to  me,  and  in 
the  end  I  began  to  wonder  if  it  could  be  that 
my  Church  was  not  all  that  it  should  be. 
This  was  the  first  little  seed  of  doubt  and 
I  thought  to  myself,  "  Well,  why  not  attend 
some  other  Church  and  see  if  I  can  gain  any 
knowledge  and  comfort  in  that  way."  Please 
don't  think  for  a  minute  that  I  decided  on 
this  just  to  see  what  other  churches  did  ;  I 
had  always  been  brought  up  in  a  Christian 
household  to  believe  in  God  and  in  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  as 
I  attended  my  Sunday  School  I  read  the 
Scriptures  and  listened  to  the  teachings, 
but  as  I  say,  it  was  as  I  got  older  and  be- 
gan to  think  for  myself  that  doubt  began 
to  creep  in  and  I  began  to  think  that  many 
of  the  things  which  I  read  in  the  Scriptures 
and  many  of  the  things  that  I  was  taught 
were  contradictory  in  themselves  and,  in 
many  cases,  seemed  to  be  more  or  less  a 
matter  of  superstition,  and  it  was  with  the 
idea  in  my  mind  of  trying  to  straighten  out 
some  of  this  muddle  and  get  at  the  truth 
that  I  decided  to  see  what  some  of  the  other 


sects  had  to  teach  me.  Unfortunately,  be- 
fore I  had  much  time  to  study  very  much 
more  deeply  in  these  matters  war  broke  out 
and,  being  of  military  age,  I  was  immedi- 
iately  conscripted  and  drafted  into  the  Army. 


I  say  unfortunately,  but  on  second 
thoughts,  I  don't  think  it  was  so  unfortunate 
for  me  after  all,  for  in  the  Army  I  met  all 
sorts  of  men  of  many  different  creeds  and 
beliefs  and,  after  I  had  settled  down  to  Army 
life  and  got  to  know  the  various  men  with 
whom  I  was  thus  thrown  into  contact,  I  be- 
gan once  more  to  seek  knowledge,  this  time 
among  my  fellow  soldiers.  Some  of  them 
were  decent  Christian  men  and  quite  a 
number  of  them  tried  to  help  me  and  I  also 
went  to  their  churches  and  meetings,  but 
somehow  there  was  just  something  that  kept 
nagging  at  me  and  refused  to  let  me  be 
satisfied.  Some  of  the  churches,  or  chapels 
or  meeting  houses  I  liked  better  than  others, 
but  wherever  I  went  there  was  always  some- 
thing lacking,  something  seemed  wrong 
somewhere  and  I  was  determined  that 
sooner  or  later  I  would  find  out  what  it  was. 
One  or  two  things  had  always  puzzled  me — 
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one  was  the  subject  of  Baptism.  Our  Lord 
was  baptized  by  immersion  in  the  River 
Jordan  and  I  had  been  taught  that  Christ 
himself  instructed  that  such  was  necessary 
lor  the  remission  of  sins  and  that  the  prac- 
tice should  be  carried  on  throughout  the 
generations  by  those  having  authority.  In 
none  of  the  churches  which  1  attended  was 
the  baptismal  ceremony  performed  as 
written  in  the  Scriptures  and  no  one  seemed 
to  be  in  the  least  concerned  about  ;t. 
Another  thing  which  always  puzzled  mc 
was  the  matter  of  the  Godhead,  the  Hoiy 
Trinity.  In   the  churches   I    was   taught 

that  there  were  three  persons  in  one  God — 
God  Lhe  Father,  God  the  Son  and  Uoa  the 
Holy  Ghost,  Three  Persons  and  yet  not 
Three  Persons  but  all  One  God,  Three 
Persons,  yet  neither  one  being  distinct  from 
the  other  but  all  being  one.  This  I  could 
never  understand,  the  more  especially  when 
I  compared  this  statement  with  the  account 
of  the  Baptism  of  Our  Lord  by  John,  for 
there  we  have  Christ  in  the  flesh,  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  form  of  a  dove  and  the  voice 
from  Heaven  saying  "  This  is  my  Beloved 
Son  in  whom  I  ami  well  pleased."  Here 
we  have  three  distinct  and  separate  per- 
sonages as  opposed  to  the  confusion  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  as  I  had  been  taught  and  I 
could  not  reconcile  the  two.  It  was  things 
like  these  that  were  puzzling  me  and  caus- 
ing me  to  seek  for  some  really  good  and 
sensible  explanation.  However,  during 
the  course  of  my  duties  it  fell  to  my  lot  *o 
be  sent  to  South  Africa,  which  country  I  had 
often  heard  about  but  never  seen,  so  it  was 
with  quite  a  little  excitement  that  I  landed 
at  Cape  Town.  Once  I  arrived  I  had  to 
set  about  finding  lodgings  and  I  was  very 
soon  installed  with  Mrs.  Hearne  at  Mow- 
bray (I  know  her  now  as  Sister  Ruby 
Hearne).  On  Sunday  Mrs.  Hearne  asked 
me  to  go  to  church  with  her  and  I  said  of 
course  I  would  and  asked  which  church  she 
attended.  I  don't  think  I  was  ever  more 
surprised  in  my  life  than  when  she  said  it 
was  a  Mormon  Church.  I  had  never  met 
any  Mormons  previously  and  as  far  as  I 
was  concerned  I'm  afraid  I  merely  thought 
of  them  as  a  mysterious  sect  who  lived  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  Anyway,  I  went  along  to 
the  church  which  I  discovered  was  called 
'"  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 


Saints  "  and  I  was  most  pleasantly  sur- 
prised at  the  warm  welcome  1  received,  1 
might  have  been  an  old  friend  returned  after 
a  long  absence.  I  was  so  impressed  with 
the  service  that  evening  and  with  the  people 
that  I  resolved  there  and  then  that  I  would 
go  again.  As  time  went  on  and  I  got  to 
know  more  of  the  Mormon  faith  and  prin- 
ciples I  began  to  realize  that  here  at  last 
was  a  church  and  a  people  who  seemed  to 
be  better  informed  than  all  the  others,  and 
who  lived,  to  my  thinking,  in  the  way  of 
the  Gospel  in  these  latter  days.  I  studied 
all  things  that  came  to  my  knowledge  very 
carefully  and  asked  many  questions  concern- 
ing the  faith  and  I  always  received  satisfac- 
tory and  explanatory  answers  and  1  knew 
that  at  last  I  had  found  the  religion  and 
the  truth  for  which  I  had  been  seeking  so 
long  ;  so,  what  else  could  I  do  but  go  and 
see  President  R.  E.  Folland,  of  the  South 
African  Mission,  and  ask  him  to  baptize  me 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  I  shall  never  forget  the  day  that 
I  was  baptized,  the  21st  January,  1943, 
when  I  went  down  into  the  waters  and  was 
baptized  by  immersion  by  President  Folland 
in  the  same  manner  as  was  Our  Lord  bap- 
tized by  John  in  the  Jordan.  What  joy  was 
mine  when  I  felt  the  waters  close  over  mc 
and  knew  that  at  last  I  was  satisfied  and 
contented  in  the  knowledge  that  at  last  I 
had  found  the  true  faith  and  that  I  was  be- 
ginning from  that  time  an  entirely  new  life. 
It  is  true  that  God  works  in  a  mysterious 
way  His  wonders  to  perform.  It  was  to  this 
little  church  in  South  Africa  that  I  had  to 
come  to  gain  my  knowledge,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  never  cease  praising  Him  for  all  His 
goodness  in  guiding  me  here,  and  I  pray 
that  He  will  give  me  knowledge  and 
strength  to  do  His  will  from  this  time  on- 
ward and,  by  thought,  word  and  deed  help 
to  spread  His  Word  throughout  the  World. 
Amen. 


"  Eat,   Drink,  and  Be   Merry."— From  page  59. 

and  small,  stand  before  God  and  the  books 
were  opened ;  and  another  book  was 
opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life;  and  the 
dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things  which 
were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their 
works." 


lil 
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What  True  Conversion  Means — From  page  57. 

Parley  P.  Pratt  gives  expression  to  the 
feelings  of  those  who  in  our  time  have 
really  been  born  again,  in  these  words  : 

"  If  I  had  been  set  to  turn  the  world  over, 
to  dig  down  a  mountain,  to  go  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  or  traverse  the  deserts  of 
Arabia,  it  would  have  been  easier  than  to 
have  undertaken  to  rest,  while  the  priest- 
hood was  upon  me.  I  have  received  the 
holy  anointing,  and  I  can  never  rest  till  the 
last  enemy  is  conquered,  death  destroyed, 
and  truth  reigns  triumphant." 

From  the  teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  it  is  apparent  that  every  member  of 
the  Church  should  have  something  of  this 
same  spirit,  for  he  said,  "  Let  the  Saints 
remember  that  great  things  depend  on  their 
individual  exertion,  and  that  they  are  called 
to  be  co-workers  with  us  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  accomplishing  the  great  work  of 
the  last  days." 

One  of  the  great  tasks  before  us  this  day 
is  to  bring  the  unconverted  within  our  ranks 
to  a  testimony  and  knowledge  of  the  divinity 
of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  For 
to  every  individual,  whether  in  the  Church 
or  out  of  the  Church,  this  testimony  must 
come  if  they  are  to  become  brethren  and 
sisters  in  the  Lord ;  if  they  are  fo  be  "  born 
of  God,  changed  from  their  carnal  and  fallen 
state  to  a  state  of  righteousness,  being  re- 
deemed of  God,  becoming  His  sons  and 
daughters." 

To  the  accomplishment  of  this  conversion 
are  directed  all  the  activities  of  the  Church. 
The  great  Welfare  Programme  has  within 
it  the  possibilities  of  reaching  multitudes  of 
men  and  women  and  of  leading  them  to  this 
rebirth.  The  spirit  of  the  Welfare  Pro- 
gramme is  to  bring  both  the  receiver  and 
the  giver  to  the  common  ground  on 
which  the  Spirit  of  God  can  meet  them.  For 
after  all  a  testimony  is  received  and  a  re- 
birth is  experienced  only  by  the  Spirit. 

Now  the  way  to  obtain  this  rebirth,  -liter 
all  we  can  do,  is  to  call  upon  the  Father 
in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Soon  after  burying 
our  baby  I  once  talked  to  a  fellow  workman 
on  a  construction  job,  who  had  recently  lost 
his  wife.  He  said  to  me,  in  substance,  "I 
would  wade  through  the  Great  Salt  Lake 
on  my  knees  if  I  could  have  the  assurance  of 
meeting  my  wife  again."       That  is  not  the 


way  to  obtain  a  witness  from  the  Lord. 
Moroni  gave  the  key  when  he  said  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  : 

"  And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things, 
I  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would  ask  God, 
the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
if  these  things  are  not  true ;  and  if  ye  shall 
ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent, 
having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest  the 
truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  (.host. 

"  And  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things." 
—(Moroni   10:4,  5.) 

Alma's  experience  also  points  the  way. 
Listen  to  him  again  : 

"  And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  I  was 
racked  with  torment,  while  I  was  harrowed 
up  by  the  memory  of  my  many  sins,  behold, 
I  remembered  also  to  have  heard  my  father 
prophesy  unto  the  people  concerning  the 
coming  of  one  Jesus  Christ,  a  Son  of  God, 
to  atone  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 

"  Now,  as  my  mind  caught  hold  upon 
this  thought,  I  cried  within  my  heart :  O 
Jesus,  thou  Son  of  God,  have  mercy  on  me, 
who  am  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  am 
encircled  about  by  the  everlasting  chains  of 
death."— (Alma  36:17,  18.) 

The  course  Alma  took,  that  is,  to  cry  unto 
the  Lord  in  sincere  repentance — is  the  way 
for  all  men.  And  until  this  course  is 
followed  by  men  and  nations,  no  rebirth  will 
come  to  men,  nor  relief  to  nations. 

Not  only  must  we  all  have  the  experience 
which  first  makes  us  brethren  and  sisters  in 
the  Lord,  but  having  obtained  this  we  must 
continue  day  by  day  through  the  years  to 
maintain,  and  build  upon  it,  as  did  Alma 
and  the  sons  of  Mosiah.  They  did  it  by 
studying  the  scriptures  and  by  prayer  and 
fasting.       Of  them  it  is  written  : 

"  Now  these  sons  of  Mosiah  were  with 
Alma  at  the  time  the  angel  first  appeared 
unto  him ;  therefore  Alma  did  rejoice 
exceedingly  to  see  his  brethren  ;  and  what 
added  more  to  his  joy,  they  were  still  his 
brethren  in  the  Lord ;  yea,  and  they  had 
waxed  strong  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ; 
for  they  were  men  of  a  sound  understanding 
and  they  had  searched  the  scriptures 
diligently,  that  they  might  know  the  word 
of  God. 

(Continued  on  page  66.) 
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Double  congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  C.  A.  Smith,  of  Durban.  Lovely  twin 
daughters  were  born  on  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary. They  have  named  them  Doris  Edith 
and  Joyce  Veva.  All  are  doing  exceedingly 
well. 

The  Priesthood  of  Mowbray  Branch  has 
been  sorely  hit  by  Army  transferees.  First 
Counsellor  to  the  Branch  President,  Alvin 
Park,  was  sent  away  during  the  first  part  of 
March.  Brother  Alvin  has  been  a  hard  and 
consistent  worker  in  the  Church  for  many 
years.  Mowbray  members  will  miss  him 
very  much. 

"Liahona"  Branch  gave  a  welcome  home 
party  for  Brother  Elmer  Muir  while  he  was 
on  leave  from"up  North,"  during  February. 

Brother  and  Sister  Charles  Schubach  and 
their  family  have  left  Johannesburg  and  are 
now  living  in  Durban.  "Liahona"  Branch 
will  miss  them,  but  Durban  Branch  will  be 
pleased  to  have  them  in  their  assemblies. 

Brother  Jacob  Schubach  has  been  on  the 
sick-list,  and  has  had  to  take  a  rest.  We 
trust  that  he  will  soon  be  back  on  the  job. 

Brother  Harry  Spear,  M.M.,  visited 
Johannesburg,  before  returning  to  his 
military  post. 

Brother  John  Troskie  and  Sister  Margaret 
Jennings  have  been  set  apart  as  Y. M.M.I. A. 
and  Y. L.M.I. A.  presidents  respectively,  of 
the  "Ramah"  Branch,  and  with  the  aid  of 
an  able  group  of  officers  have  arranged  a  fine 
working  programme  for  this  year. 

"  Ramah  "  Sunday  School  sponsored  a 
successful  dance  on  the  12th  of  February. 

"  Cumorah's  "  opening  social  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th  of  February.  Music, 
dancing  and  games  were  enjoyed,  as  well  as 


some  refreshments. 

Successful  cottage  meetings,  studying  the 
Articles  of  Faith,  have  been  held  each  week 
during  the  past  month,  by  President  Folland- 
Sister  Edith  Wiid  will  conduct  these  classes 
during  President  and  Sister  Folland's 
absence,  touring  the  Mission. 

Word  has  just  been  received  by  us  that 
"  Grandpa  "  (B.  A.  T.)  Jubber,'  of  East 
Londn,  received  a  serious  injury  while  per- 
forming his  duties  at  the  harbour.  He  has 
been  in  the  hospital  for  a  month  and  it 
appears  that  he  will  be  there  for  some  time 
yet.  Members  and  friends  join  in  prayers 
for  his  recovery." 

Sister  Elizabeth  P.  Neale,  of  Cape  Town, 
was  taken  to  the  hospital  in  the  early  part 
of  March.       We  pray  for  her  early  recovery. 

After  a  long,  lingering  illness,  our  good 
friend  "  Dan  "  (D.  R.)  Wanberg,  formerly 
of  Johannesburg,  passed  away  at  a  hotel  in 
Hermanus,  Cape  Province.  Brother  Dan 
had  spent  the  summer  months  in  Cape  Town 
and  was  on  his  way  back  to  his  winter  home 
at  Kloof,  Natal,  when  death  overtook  him. 
Dan  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  Doll  House  organization. 
He  and  his  wife  "  Teddy  "  have  always 
been  extremely  considerate  of  all  the  Mor- 
mon Missionaries.  We  express  our  deepest 
sympathies  to  Mrs.  Wanberg  and  her  two 
daughters. 

Sister  Elizabeth  Neale,  of  Woodstock, 
has  been  taken  to  the  hospital.  We  pray 
for  her  speedv  recovery. 

Mowbray's  old  stalwart,  Sister  Hetty 
Porter,  was  confined  to  her  bed  with  illness 
during   March.  WTe  know   that   she  will 

soon  be  on  her  feet  again. 
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Sister  Olga  Hubert  again  breaks  out  in 
the  Society  News  of  Inter-mountain  papers', 
but  now  under  a  new  name.  Brother 
Herman  Hubert,  Olga's  father,  received  a 
cable  announcing  her  marriage  to  a  former 
South  African  missionary,  Elder  William  (). 
Taysom.  Elder  Taysom  was  a  missionary 
in  this  country  from  1934  to  May,  1936.  We 
wish  these  good  people  every  happiness  and 
success. 

Brother  Douglas  Brummer,  of  Wood- 
stock, is  now  with  the  S.A.P.  and  has  been 
sent  to  Pretoria.  Best  of  luck  on  your  new 
assignment,  Douglas. 

"  Be   Kind  to  Yourselves." — From  page  68. 
advice     given     of     the     Lord     and     totally 
abstain. 

Latter-day  Sainis  are  required  to  pay 
one-tenth  of  their  interest  annually  into  the 
storehouse  of  the  Lord.  This  is  for  the 
forwarding  of  His  work  on  the  earth  and 
as  a  token  of  appreciation  of  life's  comforts, 
every  one  of  which  comes  from  Him.  Also 
they  are  asked  to  contribute  a  Fast  Offer- 
ing as  an  aid  to  the  poor.  These  require- 
ments serve  as  "a  schoolmaster  to  bring 
us  to  Christ."  We  can  think  of  almost 
nothing  that  Jesus  did  for  self.  Self- 
abnegation  is  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  The 
honest  paying  of  tithing  and  fast  offering  is 
a  long  step  toward  the  conquering  of  selfish- 
ness. All  Latter-day  Saints  should  want  a 
place  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  ;  but  if  we 
are  to  dwell  with  the  Christ  we  must  be  like 
Him. 

The  Lord  has  promised  a  wealth  of 
blessings,  temporal  and  spiritual,  to  the 
honest  tithe-payer  and  experience  shows 
abundant  fulfilment  of  the  promise.  In 
these  days  of  restlessness  and  uncertainty, 
when  all  grope  in  the  dark  and  fear  grips 
the  hearts  of  men,  would  it  not  be  a  matter 
of  kindness  to  ourselves  to  amply  qualify  for 
the  blessings  divinely  promised  to  the  payer 
of  tithes? 

Virtue  and  chastity  are  qualities  of  loveli- 
ness. "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for 
they  shall  see  God."  When  one  departs 
from  the  path  of  virtue,  he  steps  out  of  the 
way  of  peace  and  happiness.  In  the  broad 
way  of  lasciviousness  there  is  no  enduring 
joy.  Yielding  to  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  may 
bring  pleasing  physical  sensation  of  momen- 


tary duration,  but  there  follows  the  sting 
as  of  the  viper.  Sexual  sin  carries  with  ;t 
blindness  of  spirit,  dissolution  of  character 
and  disease  of  body.  The  law  of  chastity 
may  not  be  vindicated  momentarily;  but  in 
time,  justice  overtakes  the  transgressor. 
It  is  true  in  this  as  in  all  kinds  of  un- 
repented   sins.  "  The  mills  of   the   gods 

grind  slow,  but  they  grind  exceeding  fine." 
If  you  would  be  kind  to  yourself,  be  pure 
in  heart,  in  word  and  in  deed. 

What  we  have  found  in  regard  to  these 
three  or  four  laws  of  God  is  true  also  with 
others.  Every  requirement  of  the  Gospel 
is  for  our  own  good — every  side  step  brings 
sorrow.  "  The  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but 
the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life." 

Let  us  "  be  kind  to  ourselves." 

EZRA    L.    MARLER. 

What  True  Conversion   Means. — From  page  64. 

"  But  this  is  not  all;  They  had  given 
themselves  to  much  prayer,  and  fasting ; 
therefore  they  had  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
and  the  spirit  of  revelation,  and  when  they 
taught,  they  taught  with  power  and  autho- 
rity of  God."— (Alma  17:2,  3.) 

God  help  all  honest  men  to  be  born  again 
and  come  to  be  of  sound  understanding  and 
to  know  the  word  of  God  and  maintain  the 
spirit  thereof  of  study,  fasting,  prayer,  and 
work,  that  we  may  be  blessed  with  His 
power  and  authority. 


GOSPEL   STANDARDS 

HEBER   J.  GRANT 

We  have  eternal  souls  to  save  and  only 
those  who  shall  save  their  souls  shall  be 
counted  successful  when  the  Lord  makes  up 
His  jewels. 


Never  forget  that  the  true  way  to  be  happy 
is  to  do  something  to  add  to  others'  happi- 
ness. Try  to  forget  self,  and  joy  here  and 
hereafter  will  come  to  vou. 


I  have  personally  had  sufficient  experience 
to  know  that  many  times  the  very  things 
that  to  me  seem  most  hard  and  contrary  to 
justice  and  reason,  have,  in  the  course  of 
time,  proved  highlv  satisfactory  and  of 
great  value. 
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Heard  at  Camp. 

Recruit:  "  Can  you  lend  me  ten-bob.  1  don't 
get  paid  until  to-morrow." 

Veteran:  "  Sorry,  1  haven't  a  penny.  1  was 
paid  yesterday. 

□  a 

Opportunist. 

"  Jones  seems  to  be  a  successful  man.  I  sup- 
pose he  made  bay  while  the  sun  shone." 

"  Not  only  that,  but  he  made  it  from  the 
grass  that  other  people  let  grow  under  their 
feet. ' ' 

□  B 

What's  the  Later  Report? 

Mrs.  .Jones:  "How's  your  son  getting  along 
in  the  Army,  Mrs.   Smith?  " 

Mrs.  Smith:    "  What  do  you  think         They've 
promoted      Herbert      for     hitting      a      sergeant. 
They've  made  him  a  court  martial." 
Q     □ 

Simply   Preposthumous. 

A  man  met  another  he  hadn't  seen  for  a  long 
t'me.  The  stranger  said:  "Hullo.  1  thought 
you  were  dead." 

"Why?" 

"  Well,  I've  heard  quite  a  few  people  saying 
nice  things  about  you." 

□  a 

In  a  Blind  Alley. 

Rich  Uncle:  "You  boys  of  to-day  want  too 
much  money.  Oo  you  know  what  I  was  getting 
when  I  married  your  aunt?  " 

Nephew:  "No,  .  .  .  and  I  bet  you  didn't 
either." 

□  □ 

The   Price  of   Peace. 

Over  the  counter  of  a  second-hand  shop  a 
musician  handed  his  violin  and  said  "  How 
much  ?  ' ' 

The   proprietor    replied:    "One    pound." 
"That's    ridiculous!         Why.    the    neighbours 
offered  me  more  than  that." 
ID     0 

Why,  Indeed. 

Willie:   "  Pop,  what  are  ancestors?  " 

Pop:     "Well.    I'm    one    of    yours,    and    your 

granddad  is  another." 

Willie:    "  Then  why  does  everyone  brag  about 

theirs." 


Hot   on   the  Trail. 
"  What    is   an   underaker? 

"  An    undertaker    is    a    man    who    follows    the 
medical  profession." 

□      D 

No    Exemptions. 
"  You     don't     know     the     first     thing     about 
syntax  ?  ' ' 

"  My  goodness,   is  there  a  tax  on  that   too?  " 


Had  Good  Foresight. 

Army    Doctor:    "Weak  eyes,   eh?     How   many 
lines  can  you  see  on  that  chart?  " 
Recruit:    "  What  chart?  " 

□  □ 

That  Cone  Feeling. 

Of  all   the   sad  surprises 

There  is  nothing  to  compare 
With   threading  in   the  darkness 

On  a  step  that  isn't  there. 
Q     □ 

Love  Never  Changes. 
"  Love-making  is  the  same  to-day  as  it  was 
in   ancient   times." 

"  What  makes   you    say   that?  " 
"  I've  just  been  reading  about  a  Greek  maiden 
who  sat  and  listened  to  a  lyre  all  n'ght.'' 
Q     Q 

Only  a  Word 

Mr.  :  "  1  notice  you  women  all  have  the  same 
favourite  word." 

Mrs.  :    "  What  word  is  that?  " 
Mr.  :  "  The  last  one." 

□  □ 

The  Talkies. 

Customer:  "  Are  you  sure  this  parrot  can 
talk?  " 

Dealer:  "Talk!  Why.  a  woman's  club  sold 
him  to  me  because  none  of  the  members  could 
get  a  word  in." 

□  □ 

Fame. 

"  Yes,"  said  the  great  man.  "  I  woke  up  one 
morning  and  found  myself  famous." 

"  It  was  slightly  different  with  me,"  sighed 
the  other.  "  I  found  myself  famous — and  then 
I  woke  up." 
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"BE    KIND    TO    YOURSELVES" 


THIS  caption  is  quoted  because  it  is  not 
oars.  It  comes  to  us  as  one  of  the 
memories  of  the  past.  The  writer  is  still 
a  young  man,  but  when  he  was  much 
younger  he  lived  in  the  stakes  of  Zion  in 
Utah  and  Idaho.  Our  stake  quarterly  con- 
ferences were  attended  by  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  and  the  First 
Council  of  Seventy.  One  of  the  Apostles 
who  used  to  visit  our  stake  quite  often  was 
a  venerable  servant  of  the  Lord  who  was 
chock-full  of  the  love  of  fellow  man  and 
desirous  that  all  should  gain  the  full 
measure  of  life's  sweetness.  This  good  man 
was  Elder  George  Teasdale.  Though  years 
have  followed  years  since  we  last  heard  his 
voice,  yet  still  rings  in  our  mind's  ear  his 
epigramatic  counsel,  "  Be  kind  to  your- 
selves." With  the  passing  of  time  and  the 
experiences  of  life,  the  wisdom  and  signi- 
ficance of  the  advice  have  multiplied. 

It  was  a  settled  conviction  in  the  mind  ol 
Elder  Teasdale  that  people  should  be  well 
cared  for  and  happy;  also  that  whether  or 
not  they  are  so,  depends  very  largely  upon 
their  own  choosing  of  life's  course.  His 
contention  was  that  individuals  and  groups 
bring  to  themselves  happifying  conditions 
and  surroundings,  or  themselves  plant  the 
seeds  of  evil  in  their  own  lives  that  germi- 
nate and  later  produce  a  harvest  of  sorrow. 

The  Prophet  Lehi  declares,  "Men  are  that 
they  might  have  joy."  The  Gospel  teaches 
us  that  the  earth  was  made  for  man — that 
it  was  to  be  a  place  whereon  he  could  secure 
for  himself  eternal  happiness.  Those  who 
kept  their  first  estate  before  coming  lure 
were  added  upon,  and  those  who  keep  this 
estate  of  mortality  "  shall  have  glory  added 
upon  their  heads  for  ever  and  ever. 
Surely  the  directing  of  our  lives  in  such  a 
wav  as  to  have  "  glorv  added  upon  our 
heads  for  ever  and  ever  "  is  a  matter  of 
being  kind  to  ourselves. 

But  just  what  is  included  in  the  keeping 
of  our  second  estate?  Again  drawing  from 
the  account  of  the  preparation  for  earth  life, 
in  the  council  of  the  Gods  it  was  said,  "And 
we  will  prove  them  herewith,  to  see  if  they 
will  do  all  things  whatsoever  the  Lord  their 


God  shall  command  them."  Earth  life  then 
is  the  proving  time  for  the  third  estate,  and 
the  keeping  of  God's  commandments,  the 
condition  upon  which  eternal  happiness  is 
based. 

An  examination,  either  searching  or 
cursory,  of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
will  show  them  to  be  neither  arbitrary  not 
arrogant,  but  calculated  for  the  good  ol  man 
— not  one  but  what  is  meant  to  make  mans 
life  fuller,  better  and  happier.  If  that  bev 
true,  then  keeping  those  commandments  la 
only   "  being   kind   to  ourselves." 

The  Lord  has  commanded  that  we  be 
honest — that  we  neither  lie  nor  steal.  Being 
honest  may  seem  to  lose  to  one  the  oppor- 
tunity for  present  gain,  but  it  wins  for  him 
the  love  and  confidence  of  his  friends  and 
associates;  the  joy  of  self-esteem  and  thi.' 
kingly  courage  to  look  the  world  in  the  face 
without  fear.  Dishonesty,  sooner  or  iater, 
is  sure  to  bring  trouble.  "  Honesty  is  the 
best  policy  "  even  in  this  mundane  existence 
that  is  now  ours.  Being  honest  is  simply 
being  kind  to  ourselves. 

Again,  the  Lord  has  required  that  we 
abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  alcoholic 
beverages.  The  Latter-dav  Saint  who 
refuses  to  comply,  wilfully  barters  both 
health  and  liberty  for  the  temporarv  satis- 
faction of  an  acquired,  abnormal  appetite. 
The  habitual  use  of  these  things  militates 
against  the  body  in  which  he  must  live — 
they  weaken  and  hamper  the  vital  organs 
and  pre-dispose  to  disease ;  thev  selfishly 
demand  the  means  which  should  go  for  the 
care  of  loved  ones  and  for  other  worthy  pur- 
poses ;  their  use  becomes  a  spiritual  barrier, 
blocking  the  wav  of  Divine  favour  and  com- 
munication ;  the  majesty  of  free  manhood 
and  beautiful  womanhood  are  sold  into 
slavery  ;  and  in  the  case  of  liquor  at  least, 
the  God-given  reason  is  dethroned — the 
spark  of  Divine  fire  is  extinguished  and  he 
in  whom  it  was  meant  to  shine  becomes  a 
sodden  thing  of  pity.  Of  course  many  do 
not  go  this  full  limit  of  disobedience,  but  the 
tendencv  is  that  way  and  it  is  a  great  kind- 
ness we  do  ourselves  when  we  follow  the 
(Continued  on  page  66.) 


